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The Uighur of Xinjiang, China

A Future and an Hope?
March is a special month set aside for prayer for the
Uighurs. Right now there is a special prayer initiative
going on from March 1 leading up to March 21st which
is the Annual Day of Prayer for the Uighurs. See
www.pray4them.com

There is a big difference in the atmosphere in Urumqi
(the capital of Xinjiang province in China) since the
horrific events of last July. During the riots between
Uighurs and Han Chinese in Urumqi, over 200
persons were killed, most of them Han Chinese. The
streets are empty, thousands of Uighurs have left
Urumgi to return to their villages and there is much
fear. And yet...this could be the perfect environment
for God to move!

An Internet Blackout
The government response to these riots was to shut
down the internet in the entire province of Xinjiang, a
devastating setback to business and tourism.
Considering this area’s population of 20 million, this is
one of the most egregious acts of dictatorial internet
suppression the world has seen. Extremely limited
access to state-controlled media and Web sites has
only recently been restored. The residents remain with
no email, instant messaging or blogs. Telephone and
internet communications with Germany have been cut
off, because Germany is perceived as a haven for
Uighur activists. VFA worker, Bozi, while in Germany,
had to travel to France to be able to phone friends in
Xinjiang.
Pray for Alimjan

In November 2009, government authorities quietly
sentenced an Uighur Christian, Alimjan Yimit, to 15
years in prison. This is the maximum penalty, for the
charge that Alimjan's actions have "caused irreparable
national grave damage.” Actually he merely wanted
the freedom to quietly express his faith, a guaranteed
right in the Chinese constitution. It is illegal for him to
own a Uighur Bible. He is also prohibited from
attending services at the government-controlled Three
Self Church because the Xinjiang constitution
contradicts China's constitution. He is also prohibited
from praying with foreign Christians.

The Chinese regime demands loyalty and can even be
lenient, even towards Christians, as long as they are
perceived to be loyal to the Communist party. The
reality is that Tibetans and Uighurs are highly resentful
of Chinese rule. Any Christians in their midst have no
where to turn. PRAY for the wife and children of
Alimjan. They were shocked by his severe prison
sentence and need our intercession.

Bozi is trying to get back to Xinjiang but the
communication black-out prevented her from knowing
if she was accepted for further study. She had finally
decided to travel to China on a tourist visa as the only
way to get information. Fortunately, the telephone
shut-down was lifted during the recent Chinese New
Year celebrations, and she was able to call. The
school told her that they were willing to register her for
classes, and she should come! VFA
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“...let us throw off sin...

and run with perservera

nce the race...”

THAILAND

PAKISTAN / AFGHANISTAN

Overcoming Fear

We have seen a number of
enthusiastic visitors come to church
for a few weeks, only to suddenly
disappear. We suspect they come
under the pressure of accusation
from family and community
members. A young woman, Pontip,
first tried to call us, following open
air evangelism in a village market.
Finally she sent an SMS, asking, "Is
it true that God helps people who
are suffering?" | called her back
and explained God's plan in the
scriptures. She shared the pain in
her heart, that her husband had left
her, and she was worried about her
unemployment.  We talked and
prayed for awhile on the phone,
following which she came to church
for 3 weeks. She was eager and
excited, witnessing to her sister, and
was very happy to receive a Bible.
Our team went to a prayer retreat,
and from the time we arrived back,
she has not returned to church.
Another couple that was coming at
the same time also have not
returned.

Please pray for a 37 year old
woman named Nam Oy whom the
team met during hospital visitation
over Christmas. She asked for
books to be sent to her, so she got a
New Testament and several books.
When we went to visit her it took
some time to find her home, which
was a small shed in a rice paddy.
She was so glad we came to meet
her. She said she had been
seeking the Lord for the past 20
years, since she first came across
some Christians in  Bangkok.
Though she wrote to them for more
information, she seldom got any
answer, and finally she met our
team people at the hospital up here
in the countryside. Already during
our second visit, Nam Oy prayed to
receive the Lord. VFA
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Josephine and Julia: leading worship at
a Ladies Seminar in Lahore

+What lies behind Pakistan's
Taliban arrests?"

This was the headline in a recent
newpaper article. At least four
Taliban "shadow governors" of
provinces in Afghanistan were
arrested in Pakistan in February.
The article commented, ,, The world
has been left guessing as to what
might lie behind these arrests..."

The entire region has been in world
focus, with politicians in the west
stumbling over each other in
renewed efforts to come up with
effective solutions to the
Afghanistan / Taliban / Al Khaida

problem. World leaders may be
left puzzling, but for these
countries, effective prayers are

continually reaching God’s throne.

For over 10 years there have been
three major prayer networks
concentrating on this area. In
Pakistan, during the past several
years, the church has been rising
up in prayer and taking
responsibility to reach out to the
lost and the unreached peoples of
their nation.

The third national missions
conference has just concluded,
bringing together 250 leaders from
all over the country. For the first
time they enjoyed participation
from emerging church leaders of
Afghanistan.

The battle for the hearts of men is
not over, but it is certainly engaged!
Pray for the teams working there to
be a blessing to the peoples of
Afghanistan and north Pakistan. In
Afghanistan two teams are serving
in unreached areas in the north,
helping the mountain tribes to
rebuild and improve their villages.
They are building bridges, digging
wells and planting trees. In the
south, winter relief was distributed to
thousands of families around the
main city who have fled from fighting
in the area. Blankets, cooking oil
and flour were gratefully accepted.
In the east, the team has
experienced many breakthroughs,
one being a harvest of safron, a
genuinely viable alternative to
growing opium. The different
agricultural projects are helping to
repatriate Afghans returning from
refugee camps in Iran. The dental
clinic has received funding, and
other projects have been
established in a relatively short time.
In Kabul the team is involved in
educational projects, and they are
effectively reaching out through a
Beauty Center.

The local church will be salt and
light in their communities, and they
will cause the spiritual darkness to
flee away! Keep praying against a
spirit of lawlessness that oppresses
the area. The Christians live
continually under the threat of
kidnapping. The cruel practice of
kidnapping for ransom has a long
tradition, and it has been an
effective way for terrorists to exort
money. During the mission
conference, an Afghan church
leader received news that his
relative had been kidnapped. Those
at the conference earnestly prayed,
and the man was returned to his
family. Following is the gripping
story of another deliverance...
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) Fruit trees for the mountain tribes

In the Hands of the Taliban

“I was married on October 5, 2009.
Soon after, in November, | was
traveling to the place where | serve
as a Pastor. About 30 minutes from
my destination, a Taliban group
stopped our bus and asked me to
get out. They checked me, and from
my ID card they found out that | am
a Christian. They ordered me to sit
in their car and took me to some
unknown place in the mountains. As
we arrived one Mullah (Muslim
priest) started preaching Islam to
me, and | just listened to him quietly.
Then he asked me, “will you accept
Islam as your religion or not?” |
replied, “I am a Christian, so |
cannot accept Islam.” This Mullah
became angry and challenged me,
“Why do you call Isa (Jesus) the son
of God?” But | told him the truth
from the Bible about Jesus, with the
help of different verses. He was not
impressed by what | said and told
me very angrily, “Tomorrow we will
decide what to do about you.”

The night was terribly cold, and
insects were constantly crawling on
me, which caused an allergic
reaction. | spent the whole night in
prayer, and even in the morning |
continued my prayers, bowing my
head down to the ground. After
breakfast they took me out in the
sunshine to sit. As they checked my
luggage, some of the young Taliban
were there to watch me, so as the
Holy Spirit guided me, | started
talking with them and shared about
Jesus. | also talked about the
concepts of jihad in Islam, and
forgiveness in Christianity. Only two
of them could understand Urdu, so

“Let us fix our eyes on Jesus...”

one of them helped me and
translated everything | said for
other Taliban. | felt that they were
genuinely listening. Suddenly they
got a call on their mobile phones,
and they went off to get someone
else on their hit list. Everyone left
to capture that man, so there were
only old Taliban with me. | asked
them why they call us (Christians)
infidels. After all our discussions
they were very impressed.

| was so upset, | did not eat
anything. When the other Taliban
came back, they brought one Shia
(Muslim) man with them. They
gave him a red drink (possibly an
anesthesia) then the leader came
and cut his throat right in front of
me. After being silent for a long
time, | finally dared to ask them,
“When will you release me?” They
replied, “In the evening.”

That evening when the mobile
network was working, they called
one of my friends who told them
that | am a pastor. They demanded
20 million Rupees for ransom. As
my friend was explaining to them
that we don’t have that much
money, the connection broke
down. | tried to find out what they
were talking about and asked them
to release me. The Mullah said,
“No.” He explained, “The Koran
says if a non Muslim comes to us,
we first need to invite him to
become a Muslim. If he refuses
that, then he has to pay the tax. If
he does not have money to pay the
tax, then we are allowed to fight
against him and kill him.”

| asked this Mullah whether
Mohammad has given Muslims any
education or teaching about how to
forgive others. The Mullah replied,
“Yes, he gave us teaching about
forgiving others.” | replied, “But
you people are hurting others...”
They replied, “Shut up and don't
make us crazy.” | realized that
every Talib was urging the leader

to release me, saying that Christians
are good people. But the leader
replied angrily, “What kind of
Taliban are you? You want to help
this man. This is final: we will kill him
tomorrow at 10 o’clock in morning.”
They all agreed then with the
Mullah. Of course, they had to.

The next morning, | saw that they
were making a red drink, and the
leader was preparing his knife for
me. Then suddenly local Taliban
from my town arrived. They were
amazed to see me there, and they
asked the leader about me. The
leader said, “This man is a
Christian, and as he is not accepting
Islam, nor even paying the tax, | will
cut his throat at 10 o’clock.” The
local Taliban explained that we are
poor people with no money to pay.

After a long discussion, the leader
finally decided to go ask the Mullah
for advice. The leader and the
Mullah discussed, and finally they
said to me, “You are free to go. You
can take everything except your
Bible and the other books.” The
local Taliban took me away with
them, and they told me that if they
had not been there | would have
been killed. They warned me that
now my name is on their list, and
that | should not come again,
otherwise the next time they will Kill
me. They stopped the bus to
Peshawar for me.

| didn't have a single penny in my
pocket at that time. | had nothing to
eat or drink for the last 57 hours.
But | did what God wanted me to do,
| saw death very close to me, but
God is always victorious. | believe
that God will do His work in their
lives. They will know Jesus through
the Bible and books | left with them.
Under normal circumstances it is not
possible to take Bibles there, or to
share about Jesus. | thank God that
| am alive, and | am ready to share
the Gospel wherever God wants to
use me.” --November 2009.  VFA
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Our Prayer Concerns

THAILAND Li-Anne : She suffered a severe allergic
reaction. Pray for good health, and that this will not be
repeated. Pray also for funds for a vehicle.

Bauers: Pray for local Thai worship leaders, for the
church planted in the slum, and for an increase in
regular monthly support for the Bauers.

SRI LANKA Over Christmas the situation in
Kurunagala came to a head with Buddhists gathering
outside to prevent Christmas celebrations. Please
pray. The Pastor has taken a lawyer to help them fight
for their right to meet for worship.

PHILLIPINES Nitschkes : they found a new manager
for the recycling project, PTL! Pray for Fe who is
developing a program for adult education. In April,
Peter will be director of Asian Theological Seminary,
for a program to train leaders in ministry to the poor.

PAKISTAN PTL for 250 attendees at the 3 Frontier
Mission Conference . Pray for the relationships
established, and for effective networking.

MONGOLIA Paul and Judy with their daughter are in
Holland. Paul is taking courses for teacher
qualifications. They will come to Germany, so pray for
opportunities to share their vision. They urgently need
increased regular monthly financial support.

ISRAEL PTL, Margrit finally has a one year visa with
restrictions, pray that these will not limit her work.
PTL the slanderous letters have stopped.

INDIA Varanasi: Pray for strong, local leadership, for
wisdom to deal with problems Him4Him: The
Witzemanns and Wiebes are back in Germany
because of visa problems. Pray for the right solutions.

CHINA, XINJIANG Bozi returns in March. Pray for
continued open doors, that she will be able to stay in
her apartment, and not have to move.

CAMBODIA Pray for the completion of the adoption
of twins, as now the demand for a large sum of money
is causing problems. Pray for Martin , he has had a
cough and lung infection. Feuchts need faithful, long-
term staff to work in the children’s home.

BHUTAN Pray for Pastor L, for the Bible school and
farm project. Pray that the huge Buddha statue built
overlooking the capital Thimpu will not be completed.

AFGHANISTAN PTL for the growth experienced in
the ,Light-houses .“ Pray for clear vision and the
facilitation of ongoing translation work. Pray for new
workers coming, and remember families with small
children. Pray for unity among all workers. VFA

“...the Author and Finisher
of our faith.”

Heb 12:1,2
In Loving Memory of:
Joke Johanna Margaretha Withrich

Joke served with our team in Pakistan, along with Felix
and their family in the 80°s and early 90’s. Felix was the
team mechanic, and Joke was intensely involved in
reaching out and caring for others. After their family's
return to Switzerland, they suffered the tragic loss of their
father and husband, Felix. Joke’s faith in her loving Father
in heaven was not shaken. Only 55 years old, on January
9, 2010, she died after a difficult battle with lung cancer.
Joke is survived by her 4 children, Jonathan, Marlis,
Stefanie with her husband Tobias, and Timon. She was a
good mother, wonderful friend, faithful intercessor and
co-worker. She has run her race to the end, never taking
her eyes off the Author and Finisher of her faith.

Dear VFA Friends!

We have some answers to prayer to share! Petra
Schwarz from Schweinfurt moved into her new
apartment in Edelsfeld on March 1. For now, Petra
will be employed part-time by Vision for Asia. We
definitely need her to work full-time, but she needs
more monthly financial support. We would be most
grateful to anyone willing to invest in this way in the
Kingdom of God. Petra is truly an answer to prayer,
and we welcome her in the VFA office team.

Yes, the official paperwork is complete! Not for the
guest house we described in our last newsletter, but
for a better office building with space for training. We
are renting this new facility from the 1 of May not
buying at this time. We could see the Hand of God
opening the way, and every detail fell into place within
two days! In April we will move. Thanks for your
prayers for us! ---VFA Office Team
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